There are all kinds of reasons to learn a foreign language in general, and French in particular…
Cultural understanding- Speaking another's language shows respect for that culture, and people in every country prefer it when tourists make an effort to speak the local language. Your holiday experience will be totally changed if you give a try!
Business and careers- Speaking more than one language is a skill which will increase your marketability. Universities and employers prefer candidates who speak 1 foreign language. Even though English is widely spoken in much of the world, the fact is that today we live in the global economy. Every job depends on communication.  Everybody else can speak English ….  in addition to their own native language! So you don’t have an advantage anymore! Any employer would obviously prefer someone who can deal with more than one single language. When dealing with abroad or even in the UK where the international community is so important, someone who speaks a foreign language will have an obvious advantage over someone who doesn't.

Language enhancement- Learning another language helps you to understand your own. Many languages have contributed to the development of English, so learning those will augment your vocabulary to boot. Therefore, you will progress in English, but also History, Geography, Art, Science, Biology, Chemistry, IT, etc. French has had an enormous impact on English. In fact, French is the largest donor of foreign words in English. Unless your English vocabulary is much higher than average, learning French will greatly increase the number of English words you know. This French vocabulary is found in every domain, from government and law to art and literature.
Each other language you study will be a little easier, because you've already learned how to learn another language. Latin languages are related, such as French and Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian, some of what you've already learned will apply to the new language as well, making the new language that much easier.

Test scores- As years of foreign language study increase, math and verbal SAT scores increase. Students who study a foreign language often have higher standardized test scores in math, reading, and language arts. Foreign language study help to increase problem-solving skills, memory, and self-discipline.

French is spoken as a native language on all the five continents. French is either the 11th most common native language in the world, with 72-79 million native speakers and another 190 million secondary speakers. French is the second most commonly taught second language in the world (after English), making it a real possibility that speaking French will come in handy anywhere you travel.
French in business- The United States is France's leading investor, accounting for 25% of the new US jobs created in France from foreign investment. American companies with offices in France include IBM, Microsoft, Mattel, Dow Chemical, SaraLee, Ford, Coca-Cola, AT&T, Motorola, Johnson & Johnson, Ford, and Hewlett Packard.

France is the 2nd leading investor in the United States: more than 3,000 French companies have subsidiaries in the US  including Mack Trucks, Zenith, RCA-Thomson, Bic, and Dannon.

French in the world- French is an official working language in dozens of international organizations: 

· the United Nations

· UNESCO

· NATO

· Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

· the International Labour Bureau

· the International Olympic Committee

· the 31-member Council of Europe

· the European Community

· the Universal Postal Union

· the International Red Cross

· Union of International Associations (UIA)

French is the dominant working language at:

· the European Court of Justice

· the European Tribunal of First Instance

· the Press Room at the European Commission in Brussels, Belgium.

One example of the importance of French can be seen in a recent listing of international jobs (12/1/09) distributed by the US State Department: 92 required or preferred French, 36 Spanish, 11 a UN language (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish), 7 Arabic, 5 Russian, 1 Japanese, 1 Hindi, 1 German, and 1 Chinese.

The U.S. and France share many trade similarities, particularly their global standing as the world's top 2 exporters in 3 very important sectors: defence products, agricultural goods, and services.

France is the second largest exporter of agricultural products in the world after the U.S.

Overall, the French export more per capita than the Japanese and more than twice as much as the Americans. 

France is the world's leader in the production of luxury goods.
More tourists visit France than any other country in the world. 
France gives more foreign aid per capita to developing nations than does the US.

Science and Technology – 

· France is the site of the world's first nuclear fusion reactor, the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor.

· 7 of France's top 10 exports to the U.S. are industrial or high technology products.
· France is the 4th largest producer of automobiles in the world (Renault, Peugeot, Citroën).
· France is 4 in research among countries of the Organization for Economic Development and Cooperation (after Japan, Germany, and the US).

· France is a major world research center in the field of high energy physics.
· The French are a world leader in medical research: the AIDS virus was first isolated by French doctors.

· The French are the world's third manufacturers of electronics equipment.

· European leader in aerospace (Aérospatiale, Arianespace, Airbus...).

· Most commercial satellites are put into space on French Ariane rockets.

· The fastest train (TGV) is French.

· The smart card was used on a large-scale basis in France.

· France is the world's 3rd military power (after the US and Russia), and has the world's 2nd largest defense industry (i.e. exocet missiles, radar technology.)

· The French have nearly 15,000 troups on peace-keeping duties in 15 countries including Afghanistan, the Balkans, and the Ivory Coast. 

· France is the world's second largest builder and exporter of civilian and military aircraft and helicopters (Airbus is the world's second largest fleet of commercial airliners, and many of the US Coast Guard helicopters are made by Aérospatiale in Toulouse.)

· France has one of the most advanced systems of telecommunications in the world.


French is the “lingua franca” of culture, including art, cuisine, dance, and fashion. France has won more Nobel Prizes for literature than any other country in the world and is one of the top producers of international films.
If you want to work in Art, Cuisine, Fashion, Hair Dressing,  in the movie making industry, Medicine, Pharmacy, Design, History, Business….and so many other areas, you will need French at some point !
French is the only language other than English spoken on five continents. French and English are the only two global languages.

French is the second most frequently used language on the internet.

French is ranked the 2nd most influential language in the world.
“When employers and universities look at applicants, they do not start looking at the bottom of the list to see who has done only the minimal amount of requirements necessary or taken the easiest route available, they start at the top of the list and look for those students who have risen above the rest. High school students should consider studying at least four years of a foreign language. College students should seek to earn a minor in French or have French as a primary or secondary major. With French they have access to the most widely spoken foreign language in the world after English and they become familiar with a culture that significantly influences our own. The French economy is one of the strongest in the world and is increasingly a leader in technological innovation. In sum, French is the language of the future. » Richard Shryock, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 30/11/2009.
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When deciding on your options for A-Levels, consider that a language is the subject that will give you the most choices later on in your studies or your career.

